MAKING WAVES: THE NEXT WAVE

FLYING INTO THE FUTURE
The global aviation sector is taking action to curb its emissions, with a market-based
mechanism set to be adopted by ICAO in 2016. Megan Flynn and Alec Kibblewhite map out
the journey to this point and how it intersects with the UNFCCC process
The aviation industry has grown
considerably over the past decades to
nearly 1400 airlines operating services
to around 4000 airports. The number of

WHILE THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL BENEFITS
FROM AVIATION ARE UNDENIABLY SIGNIFICANT,
THEY DO COME AT A COST: GHG EMISSIONS

passengers has doubled in the last decade,
to more than 3 billion in 2014, and another
65 billion passengers are expected over the
next 15 years. The rise in air travel brings
significant economic benefits. Globally, 58
million people have a job linked to aviation.
But while the economic and social benefits
from aviation are undeniably significant,
they do come at a cost: GHG emissions.

Modelling suggests current technology,

the international bunker fuel framework,

operations such as required navigation

and are subject to any binding national

performance (RNP), infrastructure

emissions targets negotiated at COP 21.

improvements and fleet renewal will make

Negotiations in Paris may have a particular

a significant, yet insufficient contribution

impact on the aviation industries in large

to achieving carbon neural growth from

countries such as Australia and Canada

2020. It is anticipated that the remaining

that rely heavily on air transport for

mitigation will be achieved using new

domestic travel.

Global demand continues to drive overall

technologies such as advanced biofuels,

growth in aviation emissions, despite

and a market-based measure (MBM) to be

ICAO AND MARKETS

significant technological advances in

developed through the ICAO framework.

The aviation community has made

reducing emissions. Emissions per

considerable progress in addressing its
impact on climate change. While the

more than 70% over the past 40 years and

AVIATION AND THE UNFCCC:
A UNIQUE CASE
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