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JOS DELBEKE

HOW THE PARIS AGREEMENT WAS WON
(AND WHY THE HARD WORK HAS JUST BEGUN)
The adoption of the Paris Agreement on 12 December 2015 marked a defining moment in
the fight against climate change. After the missed opportunity in Copenhagen in 2009, a
great sense of expectation hung over the 195 parties at the Paris conference. The pressure
was on to adopt a universal and legally binding global climate deal. When the cheers rang
out across the world from the conference centre in Le Bourget on that Saturday evening in
December when the Paris Agreement was finalized, they sounded a critical turning point in
the history of international climate governance. At last an ambitious and global international
climate change treaty was agreed upon. Now, one year later, Parties face the challenge to
build the framework to put the Paris Agreement into practice on the ground.

NEGOTIATING THE
PARIS AGREEMENT
The Paris Agreement was more ambitious
than many expected. Not only did
governments commit to keep global
temperatures well below 2°C, but they
also agreed to pursue efforts to limit the
temperature increase to 1.5°C above
pre-industrial levels. The Paris package
included provisions on climate finance and
on addressing needs linked to loss and
damage from climate change impacts.
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WHEN THE PARIS AGREEMENT WAS
FINALIZED, THEY SOUNDED A CRITICAL
TURNING POINT IN THE HISTORY OF
INTERNATIONAL CLIMATE GOVERNANCE.
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In advance of Paris, EU Commissioner for

Another specific example of successful
collaboration in Paris was the joint EU Brazil submission on international markets.
This was instrumental in delivering an
ambitious framework for common and
robust rules to account for the use of

IT IS CLEAR THAT
CARBON MARKETS
HAVE A KEY ROLE TO
PLAY IN DELIVERING
THE EMISSIONS
CUTS NEEDED TO
KEEP THE GLOBAL
TEMPERATURE
WELL BELOW 2°C
BY THE END OF THE
CENTURY.
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the Clean Development Mechanism. The
proposal sought to underpin an ambitious
and robust agreement by providing a
common basis to avoid double counting
− a key concern for both Brazil and the
EU − to ensure the environmental integrity
of carbon markets. All of these efforts,
prior to Paris and during the two weeks
of negotiations, were key to ultimately
delivering the final Paris Agreement.
It is clear that carbon markets have a key
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needed to keep the global temperature well
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